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§ 1 Scope 

These study regulations define the subject- and programme-specific regulations for the 

Master's degree programme “Philosophy, Politics and Economics (M.A.)” at the Faculty 

of Business, Economics and Society at Witten/Herdecke University. They apply in con-

junction with the Framework Examination Regulations for Master's degree programmes 

(RPOM) as amended. 

 

§ 2 Purpose and aim of the study programme 

(1) The “Master of Arts” in “Philosophy, Politics and Economics” enables students to 

analyse complex social, economic and political problems from an interdisciplinary 

perspective and to integrate different factual logics into decision-making pro-

cesses. At the end of the programme, students will have a sound understanding of 

the social, political and cultural embedding of economics and politics as well as 

their normative fields of tension and will be able to apply these in practice. At the 

end of the programme, they will have the ability to either take on application-re-

lated management tasks in business, politics and administration or to pursue scien-

tifically sound research and doctoral studies. At the end of the programme, stu-

dents will be prepared to apply theoretical knowledge methodically to real prob-

lems of the 21st century and to develop interdisciplinary solutions. At the end of 

the programme, students will be able to use intercultural competence, social skills 

and independence to develop innovative solutions to global challenges. They can 

work in areas such as political counselling, international cooperation, economic 

and social research or in positions of responsibility in NGOs and public institu-

tions. 

 

(2) Passing the Master's examination concludes the professional qualification in the 

Master's degree programme “Philosophy, Politics and Economics” at the Faculty 

of Management and Society. 

 

§ 3 Academic degree 

Once all the required examinations for the Master's degree programme in “Philosophy, 

Politics and Economics” have been successfully completed, the Faculty of Management, 

Economics and Society at Witten/Herdecke University awards the academic degree of 

“Master of Arts (M.A.)”. 

 

§ 4 Further admission requirements 

(1) Admission to this degree programme is open to those who 

 

a) provides proof of a professionally qualifying degree (Diplom, Magister, Bache-

lor, state examination) which comprises at least 180 ECTS points or a standard 

period of study of at least six semesters, 
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b) demonstrates a sound knowledge of the English language in accordance sec-

tion (2) and 

 

c) has received an offer of a study place within the framework of the applicable 

selection procedure of the Faculty of Management and Society. 

 

(2) For the Master's degree programme in Philosophy, Politics and Economics 

(M.A.), proof of language certificates corresponding to at least the following test 

result is required: 

 

- CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages): B2 

- IELTS (International English Language Testing System): 6,5 

- TOEFL iBT (Test of English as a Foreign Language – internet Based Test): 83 

 

The completion of a degree programme in an English-speaking country or proof 

of completion of an English-language degree programme of at least one year is 

also considered equivalent. 

 

(3) In exceptional cases, the faculty may allow students to commence their studies 

before the admission requirements set out in Section 1 have been met. Enrolment 

shall lapse if proof of fulfilment of the admission requirements is not provided 

within six months of the date of enrolment. 

 

§ 5 Start of studies 

The programme can be started in the winter semester. 

 

§ 6 Study language 

The language of study and examination at the Faculty of Management and Society at 

Witten/Herdecke University is English for this degree programme. 

 

§ 7 Student advisory service 

The Faculty of Management and Society is committed to facilitating a smooth study 

programme. To this end, the Faculty ensures that its students receive appropriate sup-

port in organising their studies. This is done, for example, through general student coun-

selling by the Office of the Dean of Studies and through subject-specific student coun-

selling. 

 

§ 8 Standard period of study and workload 

(1) The standard period of study for the Master's degree programme in “Philosophy, 

Politics and Economics (M.A.)” is four semesters for full-time students and six se-

mesters for part-time students. 
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(2) The Master's degree programme “Philosophy, Politics and Economics (M.A.)” has 

a total of 120 credit points in both programme variants. The full-time programme 

is designed in such a way that it can be completed in two years (standard period of 

study) with an average workload of 900 hours per semester, i.e. 3,600 hours for 

four semesters. The part-time degree programme must be designed in such a way 

that it can be completed in three years (standard period of study) with an average 

workload of 600 hours per semester, i.e. 3,600 hours for six semesters. 

 

(3) The Master's degree programme “Philosophy, Politics and Economics (M.A.)” is 

divided into a compulsory area with 63 credit points including the Master's thesis, 

a compulsory elective area with 22 credit points including the “Studium funda-

mentale” and an elective area with 35 credit points. 

 

§ 9 Modules 

(1) Modules are thematically and chronologically rounded, self-contained, verifiable, 

independent subject areas with credit points. The components of a module are 

generally offered within one semester. The modules are completed by passing a 

module examination. 

 

(2) The Faculty of Management and Society at Witten/Herdecke University maintains 

a module handbook for this degree programme. The module handbook in its cur-

rent version is part of the framework examination regulations and study regula-

tions. It provides information on the content, forms of examination, objectives and 

scope of all modules. It contains the intended forms of teaching and learning as 

well as the necessary prior knowledge. 

 

(3) For the Master's examination of the degree programme “Philosophy, Politics and 

Economics”, students must successfully complete courses in the following areas 

(credit points in brackets): 

 

Compulsory area (63): 

 Module group Disciplinary Foundations (of PPE) (30) 

 Module group Leadership& Transformation (5) 

 Module group Methods Compulsory (10) 

 Module group Masterthesis (18) 

Compulsory elective area (22): 

 Module group Studium fundamentale (12) 

 Module group Project Modules (10)  

Elective area (35): 

 Module groups of the elective area according to the module handbook in 

the currently valid version 
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§ 10 Practical experience during studies 

(1)  As part of the compulsory elective area “Project Modules”, students must choose 

between the two modules “Practice Project in PPE” and “Research Project in 

PPE”. If students opt for the “Practice Project in PPE”, the practical experience 

contained therein is mandatory. The type and scope of the practical experience can 

be found in the module description. 

 

(2)  The purpose of this practical experience during the degree programme is to ac-

quire or deepen practical knowledge and skills in a professional environment. This 

should make it easier for students to orientate themselves in professional life and 

improve their ability to assess the practical relevance of methods and theories 

from their studies. 

 

§ 11 Master thesis 

(1)  The Master's thesis should be at least 54 pages long (81,000 characters). 

 

(2) The processing time for the Master's thesis is fifteen weeks for full-time students. 

For part-time students, the completion time is twenty weeks. In justified individ-

ual cases, the Examination Board may extend the completion time by up to four 

weeks on a maximum of two occasions at the candidate's request and with the ex-

aminer's consent. The Master's thesis can be submitted at the earliest six weeks af-

ter registration. 

 

§ 12 Entry into force  

These study regulations for the Master's degree programme “Philosophy, Politics and 

Economics (M.A.)” at the Faculty of Management, Economics and Society of the Uni-

versity of Witten/Herdecke come into force on XX.XX.2025. 

 

When these study regulations come into force, the study and examination regulations 

dated 09.09.2024 shall cease to apply.  

 

Students who were enrolled on the Master's degree programme in “Philosophy, Politics 

and Economics (M.A.)” at Witten/Herdecke University in the summer semester 2025 

can complete their studies up to and including the summer semester 2029 in accordance 

with the examination regulations of 09.09.2024. 

 

Students can irrevocably declare the change in these study regulations in writing to the 

Examination Board.  

 

Adopted by the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Management and Society on 

XX.XX.2025. Issued on the basis of the resolution of the Senate of XX.XX.2025. 

 

Witten, XX.XX.2025 
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Univ.-Prof. Dr. med. Martin Butzlaff, MPH  

President  

Witten/Herdecke University 


